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1863.] paine's institutes of medicine. 585 

here permitted to see enough of the formative processes and early 
growth of his character to give us entire confidence in its steadfastness 
and purity. At the same time, deficiencies on the aesthetic side were 
certainly to have been anticipated in one who probably never sat at 
what would in civilized life be recognized as a table, till after he was 
of age. The world's annals can hardly contain a more curious and 
wonder-worthy record than we have here of "fact stranger than 
fiction." 



33. — The Institutes of Medicine. By Maettn Paine, A. M., M. D., 
LL. D., Professor of the Institutes of Medicine and Materia Medica 
in the University of the City of New York ; Corresponding Member 
of the Royal Verein fur Heilkunde in Preussen ; Corresponding 
Member of the Eoyal Medico-Chirurgical Academy of Turin ; Cor- 
responding Member of the Gesellschaft fur Natur und Heilkunde 
zu Dresden ; Member of the Medical Society of Leipsic ; of the 
Medical Society of Sweden ; of the Montreal Natural History 
Society ; and of many other Learned Societies. Seventh Edition. 
New York: Harper and Brothers. 1862. 8vo. pp.1130. 

This work covers the entire ground of physiology, pathology, and 
therapeutics, and, logical in arrangement, minute in subdivision, affluent 
in references to other books, and continually referring back or forward 
to its own pages, it constitutes an admirable syllabus of medical sci- 
ence. This were ample praise. But in addition to this, the successive 
subjects are treated by Dr. Paine with great conciseness indeed, but 
with great vigor and earnestness, with frequent originality, and in a 
style which shows that, when his opinions coincide with those of others, 
they yet are his through the independent action of his own mind. Then, 
too, if he agrees with no one else, he is uniformly consistent with him- 
self, his conclusions following legitimately from his premises, and 
his views on allied departments of science or art bearing tokens that 
they belong to the same system, and rest on parity of reason. The 
work must have been largely useful to have reached the seventh 
edition, which we find, from the Preface, is the result of the fourth 
revision and partial reconstruction by the author. 



